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Knutsford Fund Programme Criteria 2022
 
The overall Impact that we are aiming to achieve in Knutsford is as follows:
· To improve mental health and wellbeing – particularly at an early intervention stage
· To tackle poverty and disadvantage for people of all ages
· To build stronger communities 
· To increase education skills and employment opportunities
Priority activities for the fund (agreed in consultation with a range of community groups and stakeholders in Knutsford) are those which: –
Support lonely, disabled, disadvantaged and vulnerable people of all ages – who lack access to volunteering opportunities, employment and skills support, regular transport, befriending services, peer support, social activities and key public services and who want to feel more valued and  improve their overall mental health and wellbeing.
We are particularly keen to see projects with an emphasis on supporting: -
· Lonely isolated older men  
· New mums 
· Young people 
· Carers (of all ages)
​The geography of the fund will cover projects supporting beneficiaries in the four Knutsford wards of Nether, Norbury Booths, Over and Bexton and extend to the rural areas surrounding Knutsford town –  including Tabley, Lower Peover, Tatton, Ollerton and  Chelford where people rely on services delivered in Knutsford.  

Some of the issues identified locally though the Knutsford Fund consultation were as follows: 
· There can be a lack of information about services available and how to access them 
· ‘Signposters’ are needed - or people who know their own community well and can tell others about it 
· Volunteer coordination is important for recruitment and retention of volunteers and more volunteer opportunities are needed for older isolated men.
· Lack of transport can prevent younger and older people from accessing available services – such as having to take infrequent buses or a taxi, which can be unaffordable.
· Poverty and disadvantage for families is a key area of need
· More localised services and activities are needed, in venues that are inviting, accessible and easy to get to  - for example peer support groups and  counselling services for mental health and wellbeing for young people need to be more accessible. 

· More general activities are needed in the evenings and at weekends for young people
· Lack of social interaction opportunities and not knowing anyone, can deter people of all ages from trying something new or joining a group – particularly important for new mums
· People living independently in sheltered housing schemes can feel isolated and lonely and also those who are unable to leave their own homes. A voice on the end of a phone or a volunteer to help with day to day shopping can be invaluable. 
· Watchful neighbours are needed, who will keep an eye on vulnerable people in their neighbourhood.
· Need to identify Carers of all ages in Knutsford and provide more respite support.
· There is a need for a more positive attitude and approach to activities involving older people     – building on the positive life experience, skills and wisdom they can share with others 

We are particularly keen that this grant programme enables voluntary, community and faith sector groups to: 

· Target new individuals who have not used their services before 
· Develop practical, low-cost, sustainable activities and / or services that can continue after the grant has been spent 
· Consider new or different ways of working that can be developed or expanded in the future, to take account of the changing demographic profile and needs of older people 
 
Eligibility criteria  

· Applicants must be voluntary, community or faith-based organisations with a constitution and bank account. New groups without a constitution or bank account will need to nominate an established group that will be responsible for holding and administering the grant on their behalf 
· Applicant organisations do not need to be registered charities, but their constitution or other governing document must show that they are set up for community benefit and their aims are broadly charitable 
· Grants can only be awarded for the benefit of people living within Knutsford 
· Projects must last up to 12-months. The Foundation cannot offer funding for more than 12 months at a time. Although further funding after 12 months may be considered, subject to receipt of satisfactory monitoring. 
· Groups who have previously received funding through this programme can apply to continue or develop an existing project, provided that they can demonstrate positive measurable outcomes in their End of Grant Report for the previous grant - and a continuing need for the activities, together with embedding learning from the previous project into the new project.   

 




Grants Available 
· Grants from £2000  to £10,000 * 
*Note: If your project's total project costs are for more than £10,000, we will require evidence of match funding being in place in readiness for the start date for the project. 

 The Decision-Making Process 
 
· Applicants will be asked to send a pre-application email outlining their project idea and approximate amount needed, before they make a full application. They will then receive feedback and a link to the full form where the project fits with the programme criteria.  

· Applications will be assessed on a rolling basis. There are no deadlines or critical dates 

· Applications will be considered at Panel meetings and discussed with donors before a decision to award is made.

· Applicants will be notified of the decision by email after the CCF Trustees have ratified the recommendations of the Panel 
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